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Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (8.01 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Leader of the
Opposition’s, the coalition leader’s, legislation before the parliament tonight. This legislation is not about
making it easier for sexual offenders to get back into the community. In fact, it provides another measure
that prevents them being released back into the community—that is, if they fail to undertake a rehabilitation
program. Rehabilitation programs are not a panacea to deep-seated, ingrained habits that somebody has
formed over a lifetime. However, they are an indication that somebody is at least willing to confront their
offending behaviours. Child sexual offenders in particular often deny that they have in fact done anything
wrong. While it may sicken us as adults to know that there are those who can abuse a child and say that
the child wanted it, we know that in their minds they think they have done nothing wrong. That is abhorrent
and needs to be confronted.

It is interesting that the minister, on the one hand, told us why rehabilitation fails yet, on the other
hand, told us how the government is going to increase availability of offender programs. To date the
research shows that these programs are not 100 per cent successful. What the research does show is that
these programs are one element towards improving the outcome for prisoners, particularly after release,
but that they must be coupled with other measures. This is something that the opposition, the state
coalition, has in a very balanced policy way addressed and put into the public forum as well as proposed in
this House. The minister referred to the fact that the government is actually looking at implementing
surveillance measures such as electronic tagging. That, in fact, was a policy that the state coalition put
forward. We were the first ones to advocate that this measure needed to be put in place for those who are
back in the community but still have offending behaviours or need a level of accountability.

We are not saying that this legislation before the House is the total answer, but it is one part of
confronting offending behaviour—that is, that those who are willing to confront their offending behaviour
fall into a different classification. But it does in no way make it easier for dangerous sexual offenders to be
released into the community. I strongly believe that dangerous sexual offenders should never be released
into the community. Those who are not considered to be dangerous sexual offenders should still be
electronically tagged and monitored. If child sexual offenders pose any risk, they should never be released.

When I was first elected I said that I thought that there were some repeat sexual offenders who
should undergo chemical castration. A lot of people seemed to be shocked by that. For some categories of
offenders if that is the only option why should we not investigate it? There is no one solution. Some
prisoners should never be released. Some prisoners should be monitored electronically and tagged for life
to ensure that they do not reoffend. They will know that there is a level of scrutiny and they cannot hide in
the dark. We should look at all of the options for those who have offending behaviours that will never be
fixed. I do not back away from that view.

It is a tragedy that there are those whose offending behaviour is generational—that is, they were
child sexual offence victims themselves. There is a cycle of abuse. Sometimes the abused becomes an
abuser in another generation. I believe that we need to boost early intervention measures for victims of
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child sexual abuse. There are programs already, but a lot more needs to be done because, unfortunately,
many victims of child sexual offences are not identified until later in life. We know that the pain of those
people in coming forward is still very relevant, even decades after they were abused.

It is a terrible offence at any age. It has a terrible impact on a person of any age. Sexual abuse has
such a profound and devastating effect on their lives. It can often plague a child in terms of other areas of
their development. Some may become offenders and others may end up in a life of crime or depression or
in dysfunctional relationships. We cannot state too highly the impact that sexual offences, particularly child
sexual offences, have had upon this generation and will have on many to come. We need to do something
different, something new, something over and above what has been done before. No one option will fix the
problem. Not all laws will fix the problem. Certainly we need to look at all options. I think that there is more
that can be done. We should never tolerate child sexual abuse or abuse at any age. I would advocate that
the legislation before this parliament is another step in strengthening the provisions and for some people
will make them confront their crime.

I will speak for a moment of something outside the area of sexual offences. I know that there are
those who have been in the prison system and did not succeed with any of their rehabilitation programs or
withdrew from the system. When they get out if they have had no integration process back into the
community they will have problems. The tragedy is that there are people who will serve their time legally
but will have no support in getting them back into the community. The system is almost setting people up to
fail. I have no sympathy for sexual abusers, but I do see a system in the general area of corrective services
that is absolutely failing in terms of the way that it rehabilitates both those still in jail and those who are now
in the community. There is a broader issue than the one before the House. There is a desperate need for
us to review the way that Corrective Services is actually operating in this state.

Yes, there will be those who will never be rehabilitated. They should never be released if they are
dangerous. Yes, there are those who will benefit from those programs, but they may still need a lifetime of
monitoring. There are other people outside of the sexual offences area in the general criminal offences
area who desperately need proper programs for integration so that they can get on with their lives and do
not reoffend anymore. Tragically, in that latter category too many of them end up back in the system.

I commend this bill to the House because it is not about making it easier for those who are still a risk
to the community to get back into the community—far from it. It is another measure to ensure that those
who have no intention of mending their ways or acknowledging their guilt face a penalty which is
recognised in law. I would urge this House to look at not only this measure but also every other measure
possible to make it harder for those who have already perpetrated this kind of evil against children and
adults to go on perpetrating this evil in our communities. All measures should be looked at. They should
not be viewed on their own but viewed collectively as measures and tools to ensure that in future these
types of offences are not perpetrated on another generation of children. 
File name: simp2006_08_09_118.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Offenders (Serious Sexual Offences) Minimum Imprisonment and Rehabilitation Bill
	Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore-NPA) (8.01 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Leader of the Opposition’s, the coalition leader’s,...
	It is interesting that the minister, on the one hand, told us why rehabilitation fails yet, on the other hand, told us how the g...
	We are not saying that this legislation before the House is the total answer, but it is one part of confronting offending behavi...
	When I was first elected I said that I thought that there were some repeat sexual offenders who should undergo chemical castrati...
	It is a tragedy that there are those whose offending behaviour is generational-that is, they were child sexual offence victims t...
	It is a terrible offence at any age. It has a terrible impact on a person of any age. Sexual abuse has such a profound and devas...
	I will speak for a moment of something outside the area of sexual offences. I know that there are those who have been in the pri...
	Yes, there will be those who will never be rehabilitated. They should never be released if they are dangerous. Yes, there are th...
	I commend this bill to the House because it is not about making it easier for those who are still a risk to the community to get...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


